
 

          
 
November, 2014 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I hope this time of year finds you traveling your own path to joy.  As you know, ours is the 200-year-old canal 
that turned into a railroad that turned into a greenway.   
 
In Connecticut this year we cannot boast any more miles than the forty that were already in place last year.  But 
Cheshire will have more miles open in 2015, with guaranteed funding in place to build the rest of the gap in 
2017. The town of Westfield in Massachusetts just dedicated another section last month, extending the trail 
north so that it’s now continuous for 30 miles from Farmington CT.  We’ve still got miles to go in Southington 
and Plainville.  The pressure there is on, as our partners in those towns continue to work closely with state 
agencies and town managers to find funding for design (read more in the updates below from each town). 
 
We can increasingly visualize the finish line, the day when the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail (FCHT) will 
truly be one continuous ribbon.  In the meantime, the sections that already exist prove more and more popular 
and require all the kinds of attention you’d expect of a well–used public resource.  Our work with allies from the 
local all the way to the state level grow in importance.  We’re working with local groups on beautification and 
maintenance and with regional entities like the CT Forest & Park Association to clarify connections, such as 
where the historic Blue-Blaze Quinnipiac Trail crosses ours.  We are also grateful for the many users who help 
grow awareness and broaden our network. For example in New Haven we’re proud that the FCHT will be 
marked as a stop on Connecticut’s Freedom Trail.  In September, I spoke at a ceremony to dedicate a plaza to 
William Lanson, an influential African-American citizen who was the contractor for the canal and built Long 
Wharf nearly two centuries ago.  Last April, my running group, which meets every Saturday on the trail in 
Hamden for long runs, helped guide runners across intersections at the Cheshire Half Marathon, which takes 
place on a particularly scenic section.  
 
Thank you for your support of this path. Your generosity continues to be vital, to close the remaining gaps and 
to help with sustaining what’s already built.  If you’re not yet on our email list, please sign up on our website for 
news about the trail and how to participate in 2015. 
 
Many happy returns of the season and see you on the trail! 
 

         
 
Lisa Fernandez, President   
 
Growing	  a	  heritage	  greenway	  for	  open	  space,	  biking	  and	  walking	  from	  the	  Long	  Island	  

Sound	  into	  Massachusetts.	  
http://www.farmingtoncanalgreenway.org 

 



 

                                
 
       Trail in fall gloaming      Runners on the trail in Hamden 
 

News on Individual Sections of the Trail 
 
1. New Haven: (1.6/3.4 miles; 47% complete) The New Haven portion of the trail is now complete 

from Hillhouse Ave. to the Hamden town line.  There are occasional closures in the southern part 
of this section while Yale University develops two new residential colleges in the area – please 
check our website for updates: www.farmingtoncanalgreenway.org Unfortunately despite 100% 
approval by CONNDOT, over a year ago, the final design has not yet gone out to bid, pending 
permission from adjacent property owners who need to provide construction access during the 
building phase.   City Hall claims to be close to obtaining the necessary permissions, and plans to 
go out to bid over the winter so that construction of the final section from Hillhouse to the Long 
Island Sound can be built starting in the spring of 2015, to wrap in 2016.  The New Haven Friends 
of the Trail has created a partnership with the “Newhallville Learning Corridor” for beautification 
and child involvement in the trail, which is the main open recreational and semi-natural space in 
the Newhallville neighborhood.  The New Haven Friends group is also performing an effective 
watchdog role, pushing the city to insist on creating accommodations for the trail where its planned 
route will be impacted by construction of a new residential project on Olive Street (Wooster Square 
area).  New Haven was recognized for the first time this year by the League of American Cyclists 
as a Bike-Friendly City (bronze status). 

 
2. Hamden: (9.5 miles; 100% complete) The trail is a popular resource and is beginning to show 

wear and tear.  Parts of it are now 20 years old. The town has marked some particularly hazardous 
bumps that create challenges for cyclists and runners.  We are working with the Hamden Canal 
Commission to push for repairs.  Treadwell Street bridge is being fixed by the town to prevent 
concrete pieces from dropping on the trail underneath – the trail will remain open. 

 
3. Cheshire: (2.8/7.5 miles; 37% complete) Cheshire has three projects underway in various phases 

of design and engineering.  In the south, the CT D.O.T. is designing and will fund the section from 
Cornwell to West Main, but due to terrain challenges, will not be built before 2017. The middle 
section, from West Main to Jarvis Street, has been designed by Milone and MacBroom and 
construction bids were submitted to the town in mid-November.  It will be built in 2015.  It 
includes building a pedestrian crossing with a “HAWK” beacon instead of a conventional traffic 
signal for safe passage across West Main St. by trail users. The northern section, from Jarvis to the 
Southington town line, is also being designed by CT DOT and may be developed within 2 years. 

  
4. Southington: (4/6.6 miles; 61% complete) Southington also has three sections in various stages of 

planning and design.  In the south, from Hart St. to Lazy Lane, much of the site is on “brownfield” 
land which is subject to Superfund remediation by the owner, Solvent Recovery Systems (SRS). 



 

SRS has agreed to pay for design and construction, once remediation is complete. In the middle 
section, from Lazy Lane to West Queen Street, the town has shortlisted five professional design 
services firms to interview. The northern section, from West Queen St. to Townline Road, still has 
active rail traffic at several businesses.  Preliminary design and engineering will be included in the 
design of the Plainville section.  At Center Street, demolition of the Ideal Forging site has 
commenced.  A mixed use residential, retail and parking complex is in the works, to occupy both 
sides of the trail.  It appears to be “TOD,” a term that refers to “transit-oriented development” but 
in our case means “trail-oriented development:” its name is “Greenway Commons.” 

 
5. Plainville: (0/4.3 miles; 0% complete) The Town was turned down for several significant funding 

sources totaling $1.4 million that would have helped to design and even build the trail route.  The 
Plainville Greenway Alliance was kept very busy writing, shepherding and recruiting for the grant 
applications.  Despite these frustrations, there is still reason for hope. The Central CT Regional 
Planning Agency (CCRPA) is being absorbed into Capitol Region Council of Governments 
(CRCOG), and in closing out their business, have discovered some unused planning funds that the 
Town is trying to secure to fund trail design. All three entities (Town, CCRPA, CRCOG) have 
sought the assistance of CTDOT for this effort, and there are some clear indications that help will 
be forthcoming. Several things are very clear about the future solution to closing the gap: 

 
a. The "project" will be from West Queen St. in Southington to Northwest Dr. in Plainville, 

and therefore will be inter-municipality, a welcome development in trail planning. 
b. Given the absence of a traditional path for the trail along an abandoned RR right-of-way, 

part of the gap solution will be on-road, and must, therefore, be designed to be as attractive 
and safe as possible so that the route is palatable to the casual trail user as well as the 
serious cyclist. 

c. The PGA proposed to the Town to provide volunteer project management services and 
assembled a team dubbed the "Hole-in-the-Trail Gang” to draw attention in closing the gap.  
2014 is the 10 year anniversary of the PGA. They and all trail advocates look forward to 
holding a "golden spike" ceremony similar to the one held in Promontory, Utah in 1869 
when the railroad tracks came together, also the year Plainville was first incorporated. To 
that end, if you would like to join the gang, "like" PGA on Facebook. 

 
6. Farmington: (2.6/5.0 miles; 52% complete) Congratulations, the town received bike-friendly 

community status in May 2014! Construction is now complete in Farmington from Red Oak 
Hill Road north to the Avon line. The last section south from Red Oak Hill Road to Cronk 
Road in Plainville is 80% designed, including a bridge over busy Route 6.  The plans include a 
terminus at Northwest Drive with a parking lot and pavilion.  Funding is in place, and 2016 is 
the anticipated completion date. The plans for the terminus are a new chapter in multi-town 
cooperation to close the remaining gaps in the trail and builds pressure to complete it. 

 
7. Avon to Suffield: (18.8 miles; 100% complete) For details on this completed section, please 

visit www.fv-greenway.org.  In Suffield, the 2006 Coca-Cola North America grant of $55,000 
was finally used to build a parking area and kiosk, with funds from FVTC.  A granite CT/MA 
border crossing monument will be erected in 2015. 

 
8. Southwick, MA: (6.2/6.2 miles; 100% complete) Southwick's trail is now paved from the 

Connecticut line to the Westfield line. southwickrailtrail.org 
 

9. Westfield (1.7/3.2 miles; 52% complete) columbiagreenway.org Phase 1 of the Columbia 
River Trail (1.1 miles) is complete with 2 of 9 bridges – at a cost of $3.7+ million a mile. 



 

Parking at Shaker Farms Country Club (the only at-grade crossing in town). Phase II to East 
Silver St., about a mile,was built in 2014 and dedicated in October 2014.  Continuation to the 
Town Center is designed and looks like it will be funded for bids as early as spring 2015. 

 
10.  Southampton (3.9; 0% complete) southamptongreenway.org The town’s Open Space 

Master Plan calls for the purchase of the ROW from Pan Am Southern Railway. Voters 
approved the purchase in November 2012. 

 
11.  Easthampton (3.7; 100% complete) manhanrailtrail.org The Manhan Trail is now 6 miles 

long and is part of the FCHT. 
 

12.  Northampton (3.5; 100% complete) fntg.net 
 
 

In Memoriam: Ben Feinn  1938-2014 

 
 
Ben was a faithful and devoted member of the FCRTTA Board for many years, serving as a voice for 
the trail in his hometown of Cheshire. He loved the outdoors and he loved running.  He was able to 
join those passions in service to the development of the trail.  He died after being hit by a truck while 
running on Mount Sanford Road, on his way to the trail.  His untimely death reminds us to continue to 
vigorously pursue pedestrian safety on and off the greenway.  His business, co-owned with and now 
carried on by his brother Bob, is Mount Carmel Wines & Spirits.  To celebrate our last board meeting 
of the year, which routinely falls on the day Beaujolais Nouveau is released, Ben always brought a few 
bottles to celebrate.  The board will forever remember Ben as a quiet but passionate trail enthusiast and 
good citizen.  A bench is planned on the trail in Cheshire in remembrance of this good man.  
 

THANK YOU! 
 
Hundreds of Association members generously contribute to our organization and provide virtually all 
of our financial support. We’re at 63% build-out of the trail now.  Your renewed support will help us 
close the remaining gaps. As in the past, Association leaders remain involved as significant advocates 
of Farmington Canal Rail-to-Trail activities at intra-state and local levels. If you would like to 
participate, send an email to info@farmingtoncanalgreenway.org, or write us: FCRTTA, 940 Whitney 
Avenue, Hamden, CT  06517. 
 

Farmington Canal Rail-to-Trail Association Board 
Lisa Fernandez, President Jim Cassidy 
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